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Who’s Who in the Parish  

 

Parish Priest: 

Father  Stephen Young  SSC  
 

Honorary Assistant Clergy: 

Father Ian Shackleton SSC 01304  379773 
 

Authorised Lay Minister (ALM) 

Kate Rushbrook 
  

Churchwardens: 
Waveney Brooks 01304 367961 

Ann Carey 01304 373417                                                                    

 

PCC Officers: 

PCC Secretary:    Ali Robertson 
PCC Treasurer:    Mike Carey 
Electoral Roll:    Bryan Evans 

 

Children’s and Families’ Minister:  Tim Fudge 

Director of Music:  Tim Woodhead 
 

Lantern editor:       Peter Gibson (email: plgibbo@tiscali.co.uk) 

Editorial adviser:    Fr Stephen Young 

Lantern advertising: Kate Rushbrook at kate.rushbrook@btinternet.com 

 

Hall Manager: 

Rosemary Lanaway 01304 366589 
 

The Parish Office: 

St Andrew’s Church, West Street, Deal CT14 6DY 

Telephone: (01304) 381131  -  Email: standrewsdeal@gmail.com 

The Parish Office is not manned full-time but mail and telephone  
messages are checked regularly. 

 
 

Copy for the March issue is due by 10th February. 
 



                                                                                                                         3   

St. Andrew’s Church Hall 

Our Church Hall is able to be hired for events or by groups for one-off 

or regular lets. It has catering facilities, lavatories (including for  

disabled) and a small garden area. 

For your occasion, please leave a message for our Hall Manager, Rose-

mary Lanaway, on 01304 381131, for details of times and hire charges. 

The Lantern  thanks our advertisers for their support;  please, 

look at them when making your purchases. 

The Small Print   

Views expressed are not necessarily those of St. Andrew’s PCC. 

Advertisers are not endorsed over other suppliers. 

Editor:  Father Christopher Lindlar. 

  

   
Pet Transport 

Animals at Home vehicles are fully equipped, air-conditioned and DEFRA licensed.  
We can take you and your pets locally to the vets or nationally and into Europe.  

Host Families 
Preferred by most dogs and owners. We have local licensed host families, who will care for your 

dog in their home while you are away on holiday or business. 

Dog Walking 
Working late at the office? Away for the day? Let us give your dog the daily exercise it needs.  

Cat Care 
We will visit your home when required to look after your cat or other pets. 

Pet Cremation Service - Saying Goodbye 
Animals at Home understand the joy of loving a pet, the loyalty, fun and companionship they 

show us, but what happens when the time comes to say goodbye? Animals at Home can pro-
vide a sympathetic and guaranteed individual cremation service for your pet. 

TELEPHONE 07938 218813 
Email:info@eastkent.animalsathome.co.uk 

 

  

St Andrew's is now on                  

at www.facebook.com/
standrewsdeal 

                                                 

our page and  

we'll keep you  

up to date with  

events and special occasions.   

  

 

Nick Finch  
Garden & Landscaping 

Services 

 

We provide a wide variety of reliable 
gardening and landscaping services. 
With our qualified and experienced 
staff, we can be sure to offer you a  

quality product at a fair price. 
 

2 Little Britten 
Woodnesborough, 

Sandwich  
Kent, CT13 0EN 

 

Tel 01304 614308 
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In Church each week at St Andrew’s  

Matins is said at 8 am on Saturdays; otherwise at  9 am on weekdays. 

Evensong is said at 6 pm except on Wednesdays when it is 5.30 pm. 

Sunday          8.00 am Low Mass   (Book of Common Prayer) 

                      10.00 am Parish Mass (Common Worship) 

                       6.00 pm Evensong  (BCP) and Benediction                                            

Monday  9.30 am Low Mass 

Tuesday  9.30 am Low Mass 

Wednesday           9.30 am Low Mass 

Thursday           9.30 am Low Mass 

Friday  9.30 am        Low Mass   

Saturday                 8.30 am        Low Mass  (see below)  

A priest will normally be available for spiritual counsel after Evensong on 

Saturdays or otherwise by appointment.                                                                                       
 

On Festivals and Holy Days, service times may vary - please see our  Notice 

Board or our website at www.dealstandrews.org.uk 
 

Please note: 

1st Saturday         11.30 am        OLW Cell Mass, Angelus and Rosary   

1st Wednesday      9.30 pm         Low Mass and Healing Rites 

3rd Sunday            6.00pm          CBS attend Evensong and Benediction  
 

                                                                                                                                             
Holy Baptism, Weddings and Funerals 
 
Please contact Father Ian Shackleton on 01304 381131 for inquiries about 

any of these services. 

 

Front Cover:  Heralds of Spring 
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Father Stephen writes ... 

 

The Light of Christ Rising In Your Hearts. 
 
 

It is with these words that the Easter 
Candle is lit each year as Christians 
across the world begin their celebra-
tion of Christ's Resurrection. 
 

Easter and springtime may seem a lit-
tle way off but February brings the be-
ginning of Lent, the lengthening days 
and the return of light. 
This year it is a time for me to look 
back at my ministry amongst you and 
forward to the future. 
 
All our lives are a patchwork of light 
and darkness. Some times may be 
lighter or darker than others, but I believe that ultimately the light    
always returns and overcomes all. As I look back on my four years as 
parish priest of St Andrew's it has been a time of joy, privilege, and 
deep fulfilment for me. I know that there have been challenging times, 
not least my recent health concerns, yet I am filled with great optimism 
for the future. Your friendship and personal warmth have sustained me 
at all times. 
 

Our work together has continued the tradition we have inherited with a 
vitality and openness that has seen the steady growth of our communi-
ty. My aim has been to work together with all people of good will to 
make St Andrew's a Christian community at the heart of Deal life.  
 

As I look to the future and my retirement as priest in charge, I want to 
thank everyone, clergy and people alike, for supporting and continuing 
that work.  I have made so many friends and have come to love the 
town of Deal so much that I hope to make my future home here. This is 
not the end of my ministry and I look forward to continuing that work 
in whatever way God has for me. 
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This is the opening of a new chapter in the life of St Andrew's and you 
will always be in my thoughts and prayers and especially as you seek a 
new parish priest. 
 

As the seasons turn and the light grows again so it is with our lives and 
work here. New opportunities to spread Jesus Christ's message will 
present themselves, and that light will grow and spread in proportion to 
our love for God and each other. Together we have carried that light 
faithfully and now we are called to light new candles for the genera-
tions to come. 
 

As the holy season of Lent begins and Easter approaches, may the light 
of Christ rising in your hearts bring you the happiness and fulfilment 
that God wills for all human kind. 

 
Fr. Stephen  

 

Forthcoming Events 
 

 

February 
 

Saturday 4th                11.30 am Walsingham Mass 

Wednesday 8th             7.30 pm PCC Meeting 

Tuesday 14th            2.00 pm St Andrew’s Ladies’ Group in the hall. 

                                               ALL WELCOME! 

Friday 24th               7.00 pm Beetle Drive 

Tuesday 28th  -  Shrove Tuesday 

                                  6.00 pm Pancakes at Trinity Church 

 

March 
 

Wednesday 1st  -   Ash Wednesday 

                                 9.30 am Low Mass with Imposition of Ashes 

                                 7.00 pm Solemn Mass with Imposition of Ashes 
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News of Recent Events 
 

The Christmas Fair 
 

The Christmas Fair at the end of November seems a bit of a distant 
memory now  - at the start of the New Year! But it was a great success  
- as ever  -  with many different and varied stalls, an interesting raffle 
(not to be confused with Mary Easter’s superior raffle draw), and the 
welcome presence of the Hoodeners in the hall where they serenaded 
those who were enjoying their mince pies and coffee. The grand total of 
£1,020 was raised, plus £500 from the superior raffle, so thanks to all 
who manned the stalls and to all who spent their money so willingly.   

Waveney Brooks 
 

Christmas Carols at the Golf Road Centre 
 

A fun evening was had by all on Thursday, 15th December, at the Golf 
Road Centre, singing along to much loved carols.  With Father Ian ac-
companying us, and stomping music from the Deal Hoodeners, we truly 
raised the roof!  Taking St Andrews out of church to people in their 
own setting is a fine example of how to embrace our local community, 
and truly inspiring. 
 
Halfway through, and we stopped for refreshments ably prepared and 
served by Waveney and her team of helpers – mince pies, nibbles and 
hot punch, very welcome!  The evening continued with more carols, 
and finally ended with a blessing from Father Ian.  We all left with 
smiling faces and a firm hope that this lovely evening will be repeated 
next Christmas. 

Rita Hewitt 
 

Service of Nine Lessons and Carols 

As we stepped into St Andrew's on that dark cold Sunday evening in 
December, the flickering candles held in the hands of a full congrega-
tion, both young and old, as well as the dozens of candles sprinkled 
around the church meant we instantly felt a warm feeling of excitement 
and wonder.                                                             (Continued overleaf) 
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The choir started with the customary "Once in Royal David's City" in 
resplendent voice, and processed to their pews. The lessons were    de-
livered by a variety of readers, including the Head Teacher and a pupil 
from Deal Parochial School and representatives from the clergy, choir 
and congregation.  

Tim Woodhead, our organist and choirmaster, introduced a couple of 
choral pieces which were new to many of the congregation; one of 
them, a setting of The Oxen by Thomas Hardy, was by Tim himself. 
Both were beautifully sung by the choir and delicately accompanied.  

Once Fr Stephen had given a few words of wisdom for the run-up to 
Christmas, and it's importance to Christians, the congregation took up 
the baton of singing with all their hearts to end the service with O 
Come All Ye Faithful, and Hark the Herald Angel Sing. 

We retired to the parish hall listening to a bright voluntary, with old 
and new faces meeting each other over a glass of mulled wine and 
mince pies. 

A very heart-warming experience indeed.  
 

Philippe Cahill 
 

Christingle 2016 
 

Together with other churches in the town, we held our Christingle on 
the afternoon of Christmas Eve. We are always delighted when so 
many adults tear themselves away from the frenzied last-minute prepa-
rations for Christmas to bring their children or grandchildren to join in 
this simple but moving celebration of the birth of Jesus, our Blessed 
Saviour and Lord. 
 

The story of the Nativity was told through well-known carols and plen-
ty of activity in the pews. We all found ourselves bouncing up and 
down as we heard how the shepherds saw a light up in the sky and how 
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Are you 6-16? Do you enjoy 

singing? Why not join our 

Junior Choir? 
We meet at St Andrew’s 

Church on Wednesdays  

from 6 to 6.30 for a practice 

and on the first Sunday of the 

month at 10 o’clock  

to sing in the Mass. 

Why not come along one 

Wednesday  and try us out 

or contact Mrs Jo Woodhead: 

jrwoodhead1@gmail.com  

It's easy! Go to their website www.give.net and search for  

St  Andrew's Church, Deal. You will see a splendid picture of the 
church and an option to make a single or a monthly donation.                

Alternatively our own website www.dealstandews.org.uk has a   
button on the homepage that will take you straight to our donation 
page. 

Thank you.  

 

DONATE ONLINE 
If you would like to donate online to support St Andrew's you may do 
so via       
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the angels came down from heaven and sent the shepherds up to Beth-
lehem to kneel down before the Christ-child. 

(Continued on page 10) 
 

At this point there was a moving tableau (shown in the picture below) 
with Sam and Immaculata standing in for Joseph and Mary and their  
two-month old son, Jethro, standing in for baby Jesus. Members of our 
Junior Choir provided the essential Angelic background and led the 
singing with their heavenly voices. 
 

Before the three Wise Men could make their offering, the gifts had to 
be revealed through a game of pass-the-parcel in the pews. Three chil-
dren then came up to the front bearing their gifts of gold, frankincense 
and myrrh and, after putting on their crowns, presented them to Jesus. 
 

Fr Ian blessed the Christingles which were distributed and lit by help-
ers, and we all sang the Christingle song. After the blessing, there was 
a collection for the work of the Children’s Society.  
 

There was general agreement that the tableau of the Holy Family had 

given special meaning to this celebration of the Nativity. 
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at St. Andrew’s 
every Wednesday 

(during school term-time) 

9.30 to 11.30 am 

Mums and Toddlers 

  

Coffee      & 

Chat 

 

 

Tuesdays 

10 o’clock to 11.30 

put on for all by St Andrew’s 

Mothers’ Union. 

  

 

RealDeal 

junior football 

club 
 

 
 

If you are in years 1 to 9, and 

enjoy playing football,  

 

then join us at the western road 

recreation ground  

 

on Saturdays from 10.15 to  

12 noon. 

http://all-free-download.com/free-photos/beautiful_football_04_hd_pictures_168465.html
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England’s Nazareth. 
 

When we pray the whole matter of place is very important. Finding a 
quiet moment in a quiet space maybe what keeps us going each day. 
For some this a total requirement, but for most of us it is just a small 
part of what our lives are about. 
 

Most of the time we are with other people. We spend the time with 
family, with friends and with work mates. We join clubs, play in teams 
and go down the pub to socialize. We are mostly gregarious: we like 
mixing with other people and we only like so much of our own compa-
ny; so too with religion. There is the social side of belonging to the 
Church and this gives it both an historical and global dimension. One 
way this is expressed is by going with a crowd of like minded people to 
a special place, not to be quiet so much as to enjoy the place and the 
company. In making the journey we want to be recharged. For many 
throughout the ages these were holidays i.e. holy days. Living so close 
to Canterbury we have all heard about the Canterbury Pilgrims who did 
just that and we may even have gone into the Cathedral to explore the 
story that drew them to that holy place and the site of the murder and 
tomb of Thomas Becket. 
 

The greatest place of pilgrimage in medieval England was not the great 
cathedral church of Canterbury, but a small village in North West Nor-
folk called Walsingham. Why? In 1061 the lady of the manor of Little 
Walsingham had a vision in which she saw Mary, the mother of Jesus. 
Mary was at Nazareth, the place where she received the message from 
Gabriel about Jesus’ birth. Our Lady Mary told the Lady Richeldis to 
build a replica of the house of Nazareth in Walsingham. This Richeldis 
did, after overcoming all kinds of difficulties and being shown where to 
site the house by the appearance of a spring of water. In a very short 
time pilgrims started visiting to ask for Mary’s help and prayers. The 
waters of the spring were shown to be miraculous and healings oc-
curred.  
 

As the centuries passed the Holy House of England’s Nazareth which 
contained an image of Our Lady, was covered by a great church and 
thousands of pilgrims trod the Walsingham Way. The pilgrims includ-
ed kings and people from all backgrounds from over Europe, among 
them was Henry VIII. When Henry quarrelled with the Pope over an 



                                                                                                                         13   

annulment of his marriage to Catherine of Aragon, the dissolution of 
the monasteries soon followed. In 1538 the great abbey of Walsing-
ham was destroyed and the image of Our Lady of Walsingham suf-
fered the fate of many other relics and was taken to Charing Cross and 
burned. Pilgrimage to Walsingham and elsewhere stopped. 
 

In 1921 the Revd Alfred Hope Patten became Vicar of Walsingham 
and he felt a strong vocation to begin pilgrimages again and rebuild 
the Shrine. A new image was made and set up in the parish church. In 
the subsequent years money was raised to build a Holy House and in 
1931 the image was solemnly processed to the new church. Over the 
years the modest shrine church has been enlarged and the facilities for 
pilgrims have reached a high level of comfort. From Easter to Novem-
ber parties of pilgrims and individuals go on pilgrimage to Walsing-
ham to pray for loved ones and others. They enjoy each other’s com-
pany and the beautiful setting of the village. But it has something very 
special about it which you cannot quite express (It was recently voted 
the country’s most spiritual place.) You can sense that for nearly a 
thousand years, perhaps secretly without a break,  people have come to 
England’s Nazareth to pray; not just Anglicans, Roman Catholics, 
Methodists , Orthodox,  indeed every shade of Christian, but also holi-
day makers who maybe just curious to take a look. 
 

Each year this parish has a  group of folk who go on pilgrimage to 
Walsingham and this year it will take place between Monday 15th and 
Thursday 18th May. Why not come and enjoy this beautiful place, to-
gether with inspirational worship, good food and good company? 

                                                                                                                

Fr Roger.  

A picture of the 
idyllic Shrine 
gardens. The 
serpentine path-
way is flanked 
by ornate      
Stations of the 
Cross and is the 
route for       
celebratory pro-
cessions. 
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   Impressions of New York 
 

For my eighteenth birthday, my family got together behind my back 
and organised a surprise trip to New York for five days. Words could 
not describe how shocked and excited I was when I found out; not on-
ly this, but also that we would be staying at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel, 
soon to be sold after accommodating the most famous world stars and 
leaders of all times. 
 

As a child I had been on many holidays but I had never been out of 
Europe and so I never once thought that twenty five days after my 
eighteenth birthday I would be travelling for seven hours on a plane to 
visit the biggest city in America, sleep in the Waldorf Astoria and see 
the exact location where ‘Home and alone’ was set.   
 

The whole trip felt unreal and, even when I was stood as one small 
tourist in the middle of Times Square, I felt like I was dreaming! The 
minute I got off my flight I knew I was going to have the best time of 
my life. However, as a girl who travelled often, I quickly found myself 
doing touristy things. I immediately got my camera out and started tak-
ing photos of the incredibly high buildings; I started smelling the car 
fumes and sniffing the cold breeze, which smelt strangely different 
from what I am used to living by the seaside. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Times 
Square 
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Everything was different, and this was when I realised that I was just a 
very small fish in a never-ending pond. I knew nothing and I barely 
knew anyone (apart from my family, of course) and not once did I im-
agine that the next five days om my life would be lived like a movie 
star. 
 

Whilst in the Big Apple we did and saw lots of amazing things. For 
example, we watched ‘Matilda’ the Broadway show, saw the city from 
the top of the Rockefellar Centre, took a boat trip to see the Statue of 
Liberty, ate out at the singing and dancing ‘Ellies Stardust’ restaurant, 
went to the 9/11 Memorial, took a carriage ride around Central Park, 
visited ‘La Plaza’ hotel, and last but not least we went shopping! 
 

I can honestly say that I had the most amazing time visiting New York 
City, with my most amazing family who mean the world to me. My 
eighteenth birthday holds so many unforgettable memories for me that 
I will always treasure. I can wholeheartedly agree that New York is the 
city that never sleeps. 

Sophie Card 

 
 
Times 
Square 

 

 

 

 

    2017 Programme 
 

21 January     Daniel in the Lions’ Den       
18 March       The Prodigal Son            
14 April          Good Friday Children’s Service 

                                       Hot Cross Buns and Egg Hunt  10.30 am                                                                       
                    20 May           Noah’s Flood                                               

15 July            The Good Samaritan                                  
16 September Miracle of the loaves and fishes                                                  
18 November  David and Goliath          
24 December  Christingle 4pm 
 

All at 2pm and usually at Trinity Church, Union Road. 
All Age Worship, Craft, Games, Tea. 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=messy+church+logo&view=detailv2&qpvt=messy+church+logo&id=C7DC2A2B5AF189E46351EDCF982BA33B6FC73003&selectedIndex=1&ccid=laR3%2b2JK&simid=608049872885714180&thid=OIP.M95a477fb624a31f4d00cb153fe9fcc4eo0
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N.V.Q         City & Guilds       CSCS 

B.Hardy & Son 
Property Maintenance and         

Improvements  

 Painting & Decorating 

     Plastering 

     Partition/Plasterboard walls &  
           ceilings 

     Tape & Jointing 

     Carpentry 

     Electrics 

Free Estimates 
All work fully insured/guaranteed 
For a qualified professional finish 
call:- 

Mobile:- 07737306347  
Office:- 07507343360 
elliotbrianhardy@aol.com 
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News from Deal Parochial School 
  

On Tuesday 15th December KS1       

performed their Nativity “It’s a          

Baby”.  All the children performed    

brilliantly, showing off their acting and 

singing skills, bringing the story of the 

birth of Jesus to life.   
 

On Tuesday 20th December, led by  

music teacher Mrs Spencer, pupils 

from Year 4, 5 & 6 who sing in the 

school choir visited the Deal Centre for 

the Retired to sing Christmas carols and          Above: The Nativity 

entertain their guests.  

 

Below: The Choir  

  Above: The Christingle 

 

On 21st December Year 3 led our Christingle Service which included 

blessings from Father Ian (St Andrew’s Church) and Mr Bruce      

Watson (Youth Minister at St George’s Church and School Gover-

nor). The children in Year 3 lit Christingles that they had made and 

our Guitar Group accompanied us as we sang Carols. Prayers were 

said for our school, our community, and for those around the world 

less fortunate than ourselves.    
 

Find current news of the school at http://deal-parochial.kent.sch.uk/category/blog/  

https://webmail.tiscali.co.uk/cp/ps/Mail/ExternalURLProxy?d=tiscali.co.uk&u=plgibbo&url=http://deal-parochial.kent.sch.uk/category/blog/&urlHash=-2.279377348003978E-231
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St Andrew    
 
You may know this legendary story:  
  
Jesus arrives in heaven after his Ascension. Gabriel greets him and says 
“Have you done everything you were asked to do by the          Father?”                                                          
“Yes, says Jesus, I have done it all”                                                                                                                                     
“What plans have you made for spreading the news of what you have ac-
complished throughout the world?”                                                                                                                                                                                   
“I’ve left it in the hands of 11 men. Fishermen, tax collectors, small time 
traders, honest villagers. They will spread the news.”                                                                                                                                                
“What?!” says Gabriel. “You must be mad. What other plans have you 
made?”                                                              
 “I have made no other plans”, says Jesus. 
 

When you think about it, it is amazing that we are here today worshipping 
God in this church, and trying to live the life of love that Jesus came to show 
us.                                                                                                                    
Jesus didn’t write anything.                                                                                                                                                          
Jesus didn’t travel outside the tiny country of Israel.                                                                                                                 
Jesus didn’t live more than thirty three years                                                                                                                              
and didn’t minister for more than just three years. 
 

So we and all humankind have been dependent for our knowledge of what 
Jesus said and did on earth on the communication-skills of those first disci-
ples, aided of course by the power of the Holy Spirit.   And here we are 2,000 
years later. Here we are, remembering especially today one of those 11 men, 
Andrew. Andrew the fisherman, Andrew the brother of Simon Peter, Andrew 
the patron saint of this church. We have so little information to go on. But 
let’s look at it. 
 

In the whole of the New Testament there are only 12 references to Andrew.  4 
of those are where his name appears in the list of the 12 disciples. Those lists 
can be found in Matthew, Mark, Luke and Acts (that last one being a list of 
the disciples who gathered in Jerusalem after the resurrection of Jesus from 
the dead.)  No list, you will have noted, in John’s Gospel. 
 

Then there are two accounts of the call of Andrew by Jesus. He and his 
brother Simon (Peter) and their two friends James and John, the sons of 
Zebedee, are fishing one day, when Jesus of Nazareth walks by and calls 
them to follow him and become fishers of men. They do so with apparent  
instant obedience. Those two accounts are in Matthew and Mark respectively, 
but not in Luke or John.                                              (Continued on page 20) 
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Deal  Welfare Club 
Cowdray Square, Deal. 

 

 

Quiz Night-First Friday of each month.         
Free drinks for each round winners! 

 

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT ON SATURDAYS.  

Phone for details. 

 

 

Bingo on Sunday night from 7pm. 

 

SUPERB WEDDING VENUE  

 

 

Function Rooms for hire. 
 

Large function room:  
Seats up to 180 guests, Own bar, Dance area, Stage. 

Large garden for wedding photo’s or play area. 
 

1st Floor function room (max.100people): 
Own bar, Seating, Dance area, Kitchen, Toilets,  

Air Conditioned, Stair Lift. 
 

FOR WEDDINGS, ANNIVERSARIES, ENGAGEMENTS ETC. 

 

BOOK DEAL WELFARE CLUB ON            

01304 374335. 
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There are two references to Andrew living in the same house as his brother, 
Simon. One is in Mark 1.29, where Jesus heals Simon’s mother-in-law. The 
other is in John 1.44 where we learn that Philip was from the town of      
Bethsaida, “the city of Andrew and Peter”. 
 

Number 9 is the reference in St John’s Gospel to Andrew going to fetch his 
brother Simon Peter and bring him to Jesus. We learn that Andrew was origi-
nally a disciple of John the Baptist’s, but that John the Baptist pointed him 
towards Jesus, whom he described as the Lamb of God,  and Andrew fol-
lowed straight away. 
 

That leaves just three more to go. Of those the least well- known, probably, is 
from St Mark’s Gospel, Chapter 13.  
Here the disciples are coming out of the Jerusalem Temple with Jesus and 
they remark on how big and magnificent the Temple is. Jesus immediately 
predicts that not one stone will be left upon another, and that that will happen 
fairly soon. They then all go to the Mount of Olives, opposite the Temple and 
look at it from across the Kidron Valley. The text says: Peter, James, John and 
Andrew asked him privately “Tell us when will this be? And what will be the 
signs that all these things are about to be accomplished?”   
 

The interesting thing here is that the inner circle of Jesus’ disciples was nor-
mally the three, Peter, James and John. They are the ones who witness the 
Transfiguration, the raising of Jairus' daughter from death, and the agony in 
the Garden of Gethsemane, but in this one case there is a fourth mentioned, 
Andrew. Why that should be, that Andrew should be included at that point we 
do not know,........ unless somehow St Mark knew that Andrew had been in on 
that discussion, but the significance of that inclusion is lost on us. 
That leaves the last two references, which for me are the most important and 
so that is where we now concentrate. 
 

The first is from St John’s Gospel Chapter 12. It appears from the text that 
some Greeks had gone to worship at the Passover festival in Jerusalem the 
year that Jesus was there just before his arrest and crucifixion. These Greeks, 
(non-Jews!!) were obviously interested enough in what the Jewish religion 
was celebrating to want to find out more. They ask Philip if they can see    
JESUS. Philip tells that to Andrew and Andrew effects the introduction. Jesus 
speaks to them all about his coming death. 
 

And so to the last reference to Andrew. It is during the miracle of the Feeding 
of the 5,000, when Jesus asks first of all Philip, “where are we to buy enough 
bread for these people to eat?” Philip gives a despairing answer, but then An-
drew says, “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish” …  

(Continued on page 22) 
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A Britten 
ELECTRICIAN 

 
Minor Works to Full Rewires 
Reasonable Rates 
Friendly Service 
Electrical Installation  
Condition Reports 
PAT Testing 
24 Hour Call Outs 

 

07738 354599 
01304 368603 

  

 
Karen’s Home Hairdressing 

Service 

 
I have many years of experience in 

the hairdressing industry 
Classic styles, such as shampoo & 
sets; perms and long hair updos 
Expert in the most modern fash-
ion styles, such as: up-to-date col-

ouring, cutting and bridal hair 
techniques. 

Affordable prices, free consulta-
tion and advice 

Contact Karen on 
07969790604 

Day or evening appointments 

The GLASSWORKS 
 

We provide a full glazing service 
 

Replacement double glazed units    
Picture, greenhouse, 4mm float,     

patterned and safety glass.               
Mirrors made to size. 

 

01304 239 433 
mobile 07956 230 136 

 

Email: townandcountryglass@sky.com 
 

6 St .Georges Road,  
Deal, CT14 6BA 

 (behind the town hall) 
 

Customer parking  
in West Street car park 

  
Deal Home PC Support 
  Problems with your  PC or Tablet? 
       Has your PC slowed down? 
       Annoying internet adverts? 
 Email & internet problems sorted 
             - Personal Home service 
             - Reasonable rates 
             - No job too small 
          Call Us  Now 01304 -360891 
     or text mobile 07972-583612 
       david.jibb@btinternet.com 
 

 
 



   22 

and then as if he realises how stupid that remark was he adds “but what are 
they among so many?” The result of that offering is, as you know, that more 
than 5,000 people get fed. The miracle of the loaves and fishes. 
 

Jesus takes the bread and the fish in his hands. I try to imagine the people’s 
reactions to what happened next. I feel the wonder of the disciples as they 
see the bread sufficient for all. It was something beyond their understanding, 
even though they were taking part in it. But it was no trick.  It was too      
concrete, too down to earth to be shrugged away. This was real, tangible. I 
I feel the astonishment, too, of those sitting near enough to see what was 
happening, but I wonder how many in that great crowd actually realised what 
was taking place. Most of them would perhaps wonder where the food was 
coming from, but would have no means of knowing. The miracle passed 
them by. There may have been something special in the air that day, but most 
of the people had their eyes firmly fixed on the ground....or on the bread.  

Most of us only recognise miracles when they conform to our expectations. 
We only acknowledge them when God intervenes in our lives and works in 
the way we ask him to, (like healing someone we know who is sick).  But 
really if God does what we expect it’s hardly a miracle at all. It seems to me 
that the real miracle is NOT when God intervenes in our world to do the 
things we ask him to do, but when WE do the things He asks US to do. 
That’s what Andrew’s little boy did. 
 

Let me end by quoting a lovely meditation by the great Eddie Askew: 
“The rhythm of my life continues so much the same the wonder of it passes 
by unrecognised, unnamed. The daily miracles discounted simply by their 
regularity. 
“Perhaps, Lord, if just once you would stop the sun from rising and leave me 
in the dark I’d recognise its daily presence for the miracle that it is. 
“And if, as many do, I went without a meal from time to time I would value 
more the wonder of the harvest. 
“Forgive me, Lord, for limiting your miracles, confining them to those occa-
sions when you seem to intervene specifically at my request. 
“And, Lord, as you wait patiently for me to recognise your hand at work in 
every minute of my day, prod me a little, shake me from my complacency, 
and help me to start to live the miracle of obedience.” 
 

And all that has come from the boy’s offering at the Miracle of the loaves 
and fishes. And the boy was brought to Jesus by ANDREW! Alleluia! 

                                                                                                                                                                                               
The Reverend Toby Marchand 

From a sermon preached at the Patronal Festival on Sunday 20th November 
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Dare to be a Daniel 

 

Daniel and his friends were young Israelites who were taken as captives to 
Babylon. The king favoured them and had them educated with  
the rich young men of Babylon, and they became important members of the 
government. This made many courtiers very angry and very jealous. 
 

They persuaded the king to set up a huge statue of the chief Babylonian god,       
Marduk, and to order everyone to worship it when the trumpets sounded. The 
punishment for disobeying this was to be thrown into the burning fiery fur-
nace. Regardless of the punishment, the Daniel’s three friends knew that they 
had to disobey the command. Their God was the one, true God and He had 
forbidden his followers to worship any other god.  
 

When the king was told of their disobedience, he flew into a terrible rage and 
commanded them to be thrown into the furnace. The fire was so hot that it 
burnt up the soldiers who threw in the three young men, but Shadrach, Me-
shach and Abednego were unharmed in the midst of the furnace and they 
could be seen with a fourth person (an angel)  singing a hymn in praise of 
God. The king called them forth and issued an order that in future no-one was 
to speak against the God of the Jews. 

 

Many years later, Babylon was    
conquered and there was a new king. 
The same jealous courtiers persuad-
ed him to issue an order forbidding 
any man to pray to any god but the 
king for a period of thirty days. The 
punishment for disobedience was to 
be thrown into a den of lions. This 
time it was Daniel who refused to 
obey the order; he continued to pray 
to the one, true God three times a 
day. Once the king was informed, he 

agreed that Daniel should be thrown to the lions. For a second time God took 
a hand and Daniel was saved.  
 

Daniel and his friends were protected because they showed courage and stood 
up for their beliefs. Will you dare to be a Daniel and stand up for your beliefs? 
 

Dare to be a Daniel, 
Dare to stand alone! 
Dare to have a purpose firm! 
Dare to make it known.  
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